CHAPTER VIII
ri}E NOTABLES ARRIVE
THE Kingsley Hal! visitors5 book presents during the
autumn of 1931 a sudden efflorescence in its signa-
tures. Throughout that period the telephone bell
rang continuously. Breakfast became a public
functioil At i a.m. the operator would drag us
from our beds to take messages from New York.
A miner from Durham was in our household at that
time and we assigned to him the job of doorkeeper.
He was ensconced in the lobby and had to welcome
or discourage countless callers* He had to answer
questionSj keep his temper and simulate the rock for
firmness. He had to enlighten people as to what
Kingsley Hall was, sell and give away our literature
and see to it that, though due consideration was
given to each of Mr. Gandhi's visitors, yet nothing
should stand in the way of the activities of the
hundreds of ordinary Bow people who are in and
out of the place throughout the week. Most of the
time he managed his arduous duties with admirable
equanimity, but occasionally the atmosphere would
become electric.
It was a little over-stimulating perhaps for some
of us Bow folk to have such a continual succession
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